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LEGISLATION — A COOPERATIVE EFFORT 


SAFETY MARKS 


Federal and provincial Transportation of Dangerous 
Goods legislation has been enacted and the Regula- 
tions have been recently published. The purpose of 
the legislation is to promote public safety in the 
transportation of dangerous goods. This legislation is 
the result of an intense, cooperative effort among the 
federal, provincial and territorial governments as well 
as the industry affected. As responsibility for control- 
ling and regulating transportation is shared, the fed- 
eral and provincial and territorial governments are 
working together to ensure that dangerous goods 
requirements are uniform across the country and 
apply to all modes of transport — air, marine, rail and 
road. 


This brochure is the last in a series of five designed 
to introduce aspects of the new regulations. It pro- 
vides a general outline of the safety marks that must 
be applied to all containers, packages, tanks, cylin- 
ders and vehicles containing or carrying dangerous 
goods. 


SAFETY MARKS — WE NEED THEM 


The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act iden- 
tifies the nine classes of dangerous goods and the 
regulations covering classification set out the charac- 
teristics of those nine classes. A schedule to the 
classification regulations contains two comprehensive 
lists of dangerous goods along with their classifica- 
tion, product identification number and shipping 
requirements or special provisions. 


Safety marks are used to indicate the presence of 
dangerous goods and to identify their class or 
classes. They also identify the primary and subsidiary 
risks of the dangerous goods; the handling and stor- 
age requirements; the type of packaging, container 
or vehicle being used and the owner of a tank or 
vehicle or reconditioner of a package or container. 


SAFETY MARKS — WHAT THEY ARE 
— WHERE AND WHEN TO USE THEM 


There are four groups of safety marks: Labels, 
Placards, Signs and Other Safety Marks. 


Labels and Placards 


Labels are used on packages, cylinders and small 
containers. Placards are used on large containers 
and on vehicles. Both are of a standard square-on- 
point shape (diamond-like) and must be manufactured 
in accordance with the regulations. 


There are prescribed colors, symbols and sometimes 
words for each of the nine classes and their divisions 
of dangerous goods. 


There are a few special labels and placards for use 
in certain situations, such as “Magnetized Material”, 
“Polychlorinated Biphenyls’, “Cargo Aircraft Only” 
and “Empty” labels and the “Empty” and “Mixed 
Load” placards. 


Signs 


There are two signs that must be used under certain 
circumstances for certain products to identify a 
specific hazard or risk. Proper precautions may then 
be taken by those handling or transporting these 
products. These signs are for fumigation and oxygen 
depletion. 


Other Safety Marks 


Other safety marks are not necessarily symbols but 
are additional information which may be required on 
packages, containers, cylinders, tanks or means of 
transport. For instance, the shipping name of the 
dangerous goods and the Product Identification 
Number must appear on the container or package of 
dangerous goods. Depending on certain circum- 
stances, other information may also be required on 
the package, cylinder, container, tank or means of 
transport. This could include such information as 
control and emergency temperatures, the flash point 
of the substance or the package orientation, (“This 
side up”). 


SAFETY MARKS — LOCATION 


Prescribed safety marks must be used as required 
by the regulations on ali packages, containers, tanks, 
cylinders and means of transport whenever danger- 
ous goods are being transported by any of the four 
modes of transport — air, marine, rail or road. Their 
placement and location are outlined in Part V (Safety 
Marks) of the regulations. 


DANGEROUS GOODS ROUTE SIGNS 


Some provinces have adopted dangerous goods 
route signs for highway transport. Road vehicles car- 
rying dangerous goods should follow these danger- 
ous goods route signs where they are posted. 


Copies of the Federal Act and Regulations are avail- 
able through the Canadian Government Publishing 
Centre, Supply and Services Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario, K1A OS9, or their local representatives. 
They are also available on mircrofiche. There is a 
charge for copies of the legislation in either form. 


Copies of the applicable Provincial or Territorial Acts 
and Regulations are available through the provincial 
or territorial contacts listed below. 


Other brochures in this series are: 
KNOW THE RULES (TP 6034) 
COMPLIANCE (TP 5946) 
CLASSIFICATION (TP 5945) 
DOCUMENTATION (TP 5943) 


FOR 


These brochures, a comprehensive list of federal, 
provincial and territorial contacts and further informa- 
tion are available from: 


FEDERAL 


Transport Dangerous Goods 
Transport Canada 

Tower B 

Place de Ville 

Ottawa, ONTARIO 

K1A ON5 


PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL 


Director, Administration and Road Safety 
Motor Vehicle Department 

Ministry of Transportation and Highways 
2631 Douglas Street 

Victoria, BRITISH COLUMBIA 

V8T 5A3 


Dangerous Goods Control 
Alberta Disaster Services 
#144, 14315 — 118 Avenue 
Edmonton, ALBERTA 
TS522MS8 


Dangerous Goods Officer 

Planning Support Branch 

Transportation Planning and Research Division 
Saskatchewan Highways and Transportation 
1855 Victoria Avenue 

Regina, SASKATCHEWAN 

S4P 3V5 


Dangerous Goods Handling and Transportation Information 
Environmental Management Division 

Department of Environment, Workplace Safety & Health 
Bldg. 2, 139 Tuxedo Avenue, Box 7 

Winnipeg, MANITOBA 

R3N OH6 


Coordinator Dangerous Good Project 

Ontario Ministry of Transportation and Communications 
Room 212 

West Building 

1201 Wilson Avenue 

Downsview, ONTARIO 

M3M 1J8 


Direction du transport routier des marchandises 
Ministere des Transports 

700 est, St-Cyrille 

22° étage 

Québec (QUEBEC) 

G1R 5H1 


Deputy Registrar of Motor Vehicles 
Motor Vehicle Division 

Department of Transportation 
Kings Place, York Tower 

York Street 

P.O. Box 6000 

Fredericton, NEW BRUNSWICK 
ESB 5H1 


Motor Vehicle Inspection Division 
Road Transport Inspection Section 
Department of Transportation 
6061 Young Street 

P207,B0x 156 

Halifax, NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 2M4 


Highway Equipment Manager 
Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 4750 

St. John’s, NEWFOUNDLAND 
A1C 5T7 


Director 

Highway Safety Division 

Transportation and Public Works 

17 Haviland Street 

P.O. Box 2000 

Charlottetown, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
C1A 7N8 


Pollution Control Engineer 

Pollution Control Division 

Department of Renewable Resources 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
Yellowknife, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
X1A 2L9 


Administrator, Transport Services 

Department of Community and Transportation Services 
Box 2703 

Whitehorse, YUKON 

Y1A 2C6 


THIS BROCHURE PROVIDES GENERAL INFORMATION 
ONLY. FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION, THE ACT AND 
REGULATIONS MUST BE CONSULTED. 
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